1035 Worthington Ridge 
1895 


Charles A. Gillin (1859-1926), a surgeon, & Grace Atwater 
(1857-1926) 


Victorian 


Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 
Charles A. Gillin House, 1035 Worthington Ridge, c.1895. This house is a 
good example of a Victorian Vernacular dwelling. It is a large house with an 
array of ornamental woodwork and ornate front and rear porches. Such detail 
was made more affordable by 19" century advances in wood forming technology. 
Such orate features became very popular 1860-1900. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


The house at 1035 Worthington Ridge in Berlin was built 
circa 1895. With its varied form, combination of clapboards 
and several types of shingles and ornamental woodwork, the 
house is an excellent example of the Queen Anne style. It 
was the home of Charles A. Gillin who was a surgeon. 
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1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. 
Survey # 221 

1895 Charles A. Gillin Victorian 

current owner: Boyce Mansfield & Genevieve Peak 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 

1895 current owner: Timothy & Joanne Heckman 
Genealogy 
Charles Adelbert Gillin (1859-1926) was a surgeon. He married Grace Atwater (1857-1926) daughter of 
Bryan Atwater & Mary Sage. They had children: Charles, Richard, Grace. They are buried in Maple 
Cemetery. 
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16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS 
In Worthington Ridge Local Historic District. 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or extertor) 


The Charles A. Gillin House has a complex plan, with a central hip- 
roofed block and various gable- and hip-roofed projections. The facade 
has a’ projecting gable-roofed bay to the right; the main entry is to 
the left in the front wall of the main portion and retains its original 
door with a single large light over panels. A one-story full-width 
shallow roofed porch wraps around to the left to meet a side ell with an 
additional entry; it has a pedimented peak centered over the main 
entry. The porch also has a molded rail, turned balusters, square bal- 
usters and orb newels. The turned porch posts are grouped in threes; 
they have simple curved brackets and support a stickwork frieze. Above 
the porch, the front second-floor and attic windows have simple molded 
caps; there is a slight flare between the first and second floors on 
all elevations. The gable peak has a plain face rafter on (continued) 
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HISTORICAL OR RCHI U t POR 


The Charles A. Gillin House is architecturally significant as a good 
example of a Victorian Vernacular dwelling. This large house has a 
large array of the ornamental woodwork that distinguishes the Victorian 
Vernacular mode, including the ornate front and rear porches with 
turned posts and balusters, stickwork friezes, and orb newels, as well 
as the face rafters and rake-end brackets. Made affordable by 19th- 
century advances in wood-forming technology, features such as these 
enjoyed wide popularity from the 1860s until about 1900. This late 
example features an eyebrow dormer and the use of contrasting wall 
materials, details associated with the Shingle and Craftsman styles 
respectively. Charles Gillin, a physician and surgeon, build this 
house about 1895. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 


1900 Census 
Berlin Land Records 44:220 (1894) 
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Charles A. Gillin House 


17. (continued) : 


simple jigsawn brackets. The right elevation has a two-story semi- 
hexagonal bay topped by a hipped roof with a gabled dormer. The left 
elevation has a one-story bay window near the front and a two-and-one- 
half-story gabled ell to the rear; peak decoration follows that of 

the front gable. The left elevation of the central hipped roof has. 

a single eyebrow dormer. To the rear is a two-story porch with 
detailing similar to that of the front porch. 


